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President’s Message 
By: Doug House, President IDCCA 

      Chairman, Rock Island County Democratic Party 

Why I will cast my vote for JB Pritzker 

I was elected President of the IDCCA in 
2015 on a platform based on my personal 
commitment to take back the Governor’s 
office in 2018. I have worked tirelessly to 
achieve that goal. A year ago, I asked the 
102 Democratic County Chairs of our 
statewide organization to be patient and 
to wait before endorsing, to allow for a 
formal vetting to take place. It was 
important that we get to know our 
candidates and for them to get to know 
us. The candidates need to see what the 
counties across Illinois look like and to 
feel the pain that has been inflicted upon 
our residents by this Alt Right Republican 
administration. I believe we have now 
seen enough. 

I have spent a great deal of time with 
many of the candidates. I’ve watched 
them interact with the public, studies 
their positions and reviewed their 
preparations to become our next 

Governor. 

Only JB Pritzker has demonstrated all 
the following attributes that will help 
him WIN: 

Temperament: JB is even tempered and 
does his homework. He comes prepared 
every day and he is in his element while 
campaigning. I describe him as “A 
Happy Warrior for the People.” 

Strong Message: JB shares our core 
values of a financially strong Illinois, 
healthcare for all and standing up 
against social injustices. JB has a record 
of standing up for workers, women, 
people of color, LGBTQ, immigrants, 
disabled, the young and the old. 

Broad Based Support: JB has share his 
progressive vision of empowerment and 
independence and it is being embraced 
across our state. 
 
[Continued on pg. 2] 

Precinct Committeeman Recruiting 
We are recruiting Democratic Precinct 
Committeeman statewide to assist with 

the grassroots effort to build the Demo-
cratic Party in Illinois. If you are interested 
in being a part of this grassroots effort, 

please email dan@ildcca.org with you 
name, address, phone, email, county and 
precinct. Your County Democratic Party 

Chairman will contact you immediately!  
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Organizational Growth: JB has built out a 
campaign infrastructure that will 
withstand the test of a race that already 
has national attention and national 
implications. 

It is important, as the primary 
approaches, that people who identify 
themselves as Democrats know who 
their leadership believes will give us the 
best opportunity to get our state back on 
track. We must restore Illinois to the 
shining example of economic 
opportunity and financial stability it once 
enjoyed. 

While other candidates are to be 
commended for stepping forward, only 
JB Pritzker has generated the excitement 
around a progressive message. He has 
intensely engaged our common 
opponent and demonstrated the ability 
to mount the comprehensive statewide 
campaign that will be required to win. It 
is for these reasons that I will 
enthusiastically cast my vote, and ask 
others to do the same, for JB Pritzker for 
Governor. 

Doug House 
IDCCA President 
Rock Island County Democratic Party 
Chairman 
@ILDCCA @RICoDemocrats 

__________________________________ 

NewFounders Conference. How 
to Put Resistance Into Action  
By Genevieve Thiers, @newfoundersHQ, 

There’s no doubt about it: the media 

coverage of the left has been grim. They talk 

about outdated leadership, unclear 

messaging, and limited funding. They lament 

on how ill equipped we are to win 2018.  But 

for the last six months, the next visionary 

generation of leaders has been quietly 

building the change we need. 

Many of these tools and solutions built to 

change the party will be introduced at the 

NewFounders Conference on October 18 at 

UIC. Over 800+ visionary leaders, activists 

and thinkers are uniting to innovate some of 

our most major political systems. Leaders 

from Google, Microsoft, Apple, the Obama 

2012 campaign are working alongside the 

founders of Indivisible, Women’s March, 

Emerge, VoteRunLead, and many more to re-

build our party tools to win more elections in 

2018 and beyond. 

Tickets are on sale now for the conference, 

where you can see what has already been built 

and join directly in the change. 

The NewFounders Conference will be TED-

Talks meets Politics meets Start-Up Tech 

Company. And, they are working on the five 

buckets of change that will lead to electoral 

success: 

How can we make voting easy? 

How can we move past resistance into 

change? 

How can we use social mapping connections to 

turn districts? 

How can we ensure that the next generation of 

our leadership has the diversity of our people? 

How can we break down silos in our data and 

promote sharing to win? 

Who’s coming? Candidates are coming to the 

conference to engage at the top level with 

some of the most innovative teams to enhance 

their platform with transformative work. 

Consultants are attending to learn how our 

new tools can impact their work. Innovative 

activists and political volunteers are joining 

exciting leaders in the field to be part of the 

solution. 

A conference packet is attached and the 

conference web site is 

www.newfoundersconference.com.  We’ve 

gotten you a special discount!  If you use 

promo code PARTNER, it’s 20% off the normal 

early bird price of $199. 

_______________________________________ 

I’ve Never Been 
to the Brunch 
Before  
By  Cynthia Given, 

@downstatedem 

 

I live in a rural part of southeastern Illinois that 

has not elected a Democrat for the Illinois 

House, Illinois Senate, or United States House 

in over a decade. My state house legislative 

district includes all or part of nine counties and 

contains just 100 miles of interstate 

highway. I attended this year’s brunch 

because I wanted to know our party’s 

strategy to win the next election. My goal: 

return to Richland County with a plan to 

elect Democrats at every level. 

Three highlights of my brunch experience: 

reconnecting with friends, listening to party 

leaders about their plans to improve our 

great state, and discussing ideas to share 

with Democrats in southeastern Illinois. 

I arrived in Springfield too late to attend any 

of the organized events on Wednesday 

night. Instead, I helped plan an independent 

meetup with first-time candidates who 

attended the IDCCA Boot Camp in May. We 

discussed how to effectively connect with 

local leaders and constituents. We also 

shared our own ways to raise money, 

network, and communicate. Though I am 

not shy in a crowd, I rarely eat breakfast 

with 1,800 people. The pre-brunch meeting 

on Wednesday night helped me feel more at 

ease on Thursday morning. 

The dining staff never seemed to stop 

moving. They were friendly throughout the 

event, continuously replacing tray after tray 

of food. They did an excellent job of keeping 

us happy, and I thanked them for feeding a 

room full of hungry Democrats. 

I ate brunch quickly. I knew I only had a few 

minutes to walk across the room, and I 

wanted to say thank all nine of my local 

county chairmen for helping me prepare to 

run for state representative. Though I 

missed a few people, I checked in with the 

event staff.  

The check-in staff was very pleasant. A few 

staffers remained at the information desk 

throughout the event. They let me see 

where my “missing” chairmen and women 

were seated. I thanked the staffers and 

asked if they were heading to the fair. Some 

of them admitted they had never visited the 

fair! I encouraged them to visit the famous 

butter cow (and calf). 

I did not expect to see more than a few 

chairmen from southeastern Illinois at the 

brunch. I was pleasantly surprised! 

Democrats from all 102 counties made the 

trip, and I spoke with every chairman, 

committeeman, and Boot Camp graduate 

that I recognized.  

[Continued on pg. 3] 
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Every single one of them has helped me 

become a better Democrat. 

As a candidate for state representative, I am 

in contact with every local chairman. There is 

a measurable increase in participation and 

interest in the Democratic party in 

southeastern Illinois in the past year. The 

local leaders are working hard to promote a 

progressive plan for southeastern Illinois. As 

of this summer, three of the nine 

chairpersons in my district are female (Tonya 

Loker in Wayne County, Nancy Mitchell in 

White County, and Brenda Britton in Richland 

County). 

I was most excited to see Nancy. Not only 

does she lead the White County Democrats, 

Nancy is also my cousin. She has always 

provided me with the best advice and even 

better hugs. I was also delighted to see Kappy 

Scates. Kappy worked in the downstate office 

of Senator Dick Durbin when I was an intern 

in 2003. She also gives great hugs. 

I was most surprised to be seated near the 

Mercer County Democrats. Three of their 

best Democrats gave me practical tips for the 

campaign trail during the May County Chair 

luncheon in Springfield. Their presence 

served as a reminder that while we were 

there to listen to speakers and get energized, 

small gestures can make a big difference to 

voters. The advice included tips I have never 

considered, such as carrying dog biscuits and 

a Sharpie when knocking on doors. They also 

advised me to order any personalized 

campaign items well before election day. I 

had not considered this, but the Mercer 

County Democrats confessed one candidate’s 

order of personalized hair combs did not 

arrive until after the election. Apparently, 

some Democrat leaders still use these combs, 

and you can get one if you know who to ask 

(regretfully, I do not know who to ask). 

If those county leaders are experts at getting 

things done, the event speakers are experts 

at motivating local leaders. When President 

Doug House described Congresswoman Cheri 

Bustos as a “tireless party builder,” I had 

barely heard of her “Build the Bench” 

program. After the brunch, I applied. I 

completed her program this month, and I feel 

inspired by her team’s willingness to train 

future candidates to bring progressive change 

to every level of government.  

President House defined the IDCCA as a 

“strategic grassroots foundation to elect 

IDCCA NEWSLETTER September 2017 | Issue 20 3 

Democrats in Illinois." He praised the countless 

volunteers in each county who make up the 

IDCCA, and he reminded us that progress is 

only possible through working together. 

United States Senator Tammy Duckworth 

called for “a better deal” for Americans: 

affordable housing, college tuition, and 

healthcare. After citing Governor Bruce 

Rauner’s inability to move our state forward, 

she promised to work hard to “get Illinois back 

on the right path.” 

United States Senator Dick Durbin called for 

unity in moving our state forward. He praised 

Senator Amy Klobuchar for working hard, 

connecting with the people of Minnesota, and 

being elected “one pancake breakfast, lawn 

sign, and parade at a time.” As Senator Durbin 

introduced Senator Klobuchar to the audience, 

he cited her passion, leadership, and 

dedication to progressive values. 

United States Senator Amy Klobuchar 

answered the question, “What do we do now?” 

with action. She has visited each county in her 

home state of Minnesota every year for twelve 

years. After referencing several pieces of 

proposed legislation by Democrats in the 

Senate, she challenged all of us to “show the 

Illinois that the Democratic Party will leave no 

one behind.” 

As a 2017 recipient of the Democratic Party 

Builder award, Hon. Lauren Beth Gash 

reminded Democrats that “political organizing 

should not begin the day you decide to run, 

and it should not end when you leave office.” 

She laid out a comprehensive list of actions 

that people are already doing in her 

Congressional district to increase election 

turnout and elect Democrats. If you’re not 

convinced that grassroots activism still works: 

her efforts helped an entire slate of Democrats 

to defeat Republican incumbents in Vernon 

Township (Lake County). 

I was equally inspired by the Honorable Bill 

Houlihan, a 2017 recipient of the Democratic 

Party Builder award. He brought his entire 

family to the brunch, something I find 

relatable. Just as Bill helped his father at a 

young age, I can remember helping my dad in 

the union hall when he served as chief steward 

for the local chapter of AFSCME.  

Hon. Bill Houlihan called for precinct 

committeepersons across Illinois to deliver the 

vote. I truly believed Bill when he said that the 

people of Illinois will elect a slate of great 

Democrats if we keep knocking on doors and 

contacting voters face-to-face. 

After the brunch, I connected with some of the 

people I missed. I enjoyed a warm hug from 

Comptroller Susana Mendoza. I cracked a joke 

to Senator Daniel Biss that made him double 

over. And Governor Pat Quinn was nice 

enough to pose for a photograph with me 

after I nearly physically ran into him. I was 

most embarrassed about accidentally stepping 

on Hon. Bill Houlihan’s foot as he warmly 

greeted me by name. After I told my cousin 

Nancy about it, she said, “You’re making an 

impression, Cindy.”  

I could complain about the short time available 

to mingle before the speaker program, I prefer 

to focus on positive solutions, such as planning 

additional brunches in Springfield and in other 

regions. I left feeling the brunch confident 

about my role in the Illinois Democratic Party. 

For Democrats who were unable to attend: 

contact your own precinct committeeman now 

to begin organizing for the 2018 March 

primary. Early organization at the local level 

will make it easier to connect with voters and 

win seats in the 2018 general election. 

Cynthia Given is a Richland County Precinct 

Committeewoman and candidate for State 

Representative (109th District) 

_______________________________________ 

Walking in Trump 
Country  
By  John Curtis, 

@ElectJohnCurtis 

 

 

 

The 2016 election was not a good one for 

Democrats.   But although I came up short in 

my campaign for state representative, I 

learned some lessons that I think will lead us to 

victory in 2018 and that might help other 

Democrats think about how we can be 

competitive in downstate Illinois and 

Republican strongholds throughout the 

country.   

Illinois House District 93 includes Macomb, the 

south half of Galesburg and eight counties 

worth of small towns and large farms.  Like 

much of downstate Illinois, our region has 

experienced steep declines in our local 

economies and our rural population.  The 

slogan, “Make America Great Again” was 

custom made for this part of the state.  

[Continued on pg. 4] 
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I hear a lot of people talk about how much 

better life was and how much easier it was to 

find a job “in the old days”. 

By all accounts, our campaign for state 

representative was a long shot.  I am a farmer, 

small business owner and teacher by trade.  I 

had never worked on a campaign and had no 

experience running for office at any level.  

To make things even tougher, flush with tens 

of millions of dollars from our terrible, 

billionaire governor, the Republican party was 

willing and able to fund my opponent at 

whatever level necessary and provided her 

with a team of experienced, paid professionals.  

Meanwhile, the state Democratic party and 

our union allies were hard pressed to protect 

incumbents and directed their limited funds to 

seats that were considered “winnable”.  There 

was not much financing left for an unknown 

candidate in a Republican-leaning district.  

By nature, I am a high-energy, competitive 

person who likes people and is willing to work 

hard and learn from my mistakes.  These 

characteristics helped me a great deal in our 

campaign.  Another asset was my union, the 

University Professionals of Illinois (UPI) and 

our parent union, Illinois Federation of 

Teachers (IFT).  It was UPI’s dynamic president, 

John Miller, who took me under his wing, 

guided me through the basics of running a 

campaign and eventually managed the 

campaign on top of his already ridiculously 

busy schedule.  He also got me out into the 

district to meet voters face to face.  This 

became the foundation of our campaign and, I 

believe, the key to the successes that we had.   

For fourteen months, whenever I wasn’t in the 

classroom or working on my farm, I was out 

knocking on doors and meeting voters in every 

community throughout the 93rd district.  I 

always smiled, I was always friendly, and I 

listened.  Sometimes people wanted to talk 

about what was wrong with government, but 

mostly they wanted to talk about their lives.  I 

shared tears with men and women who had 

just lost their parent, husband or wife.  I heard 

from young mothers worried about the quality 

of their kids’ education and stories from old, 

old men who had fought Hitler’s troops in 

Europe.   

When I finally got home from walking each 

evening, I wrote a short post on Facebook 

about the community I had visited and the 

people I had gotten to know, usually with a 

photo or two from that community.  To start 
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my day the next morning, I would write short 

notes to four or five of the people that I had 

talked to and sent them out in the mail.   

That grassroots approach to the campaign paid 

off over time.  By election day, over 1400 people 

were following us on Facebook.  We raised 

$92,000 from 362 individual donors.  We had 

over 200 volunteers who came to walk with us in 

parades, to phone bank and to knock on doors.  

Our yard signs popped up all over the district.  

People got involved who had never before been 

involved in a campaign.     

But as I said, the 2016 election was a tough one 

for Democrats.  And while Donald Trump won 

this district by over 20 points, we managed 

45.4% of the vote; just 1800 hundred votes short 

of what would have been a stunning upset.   

Our team learned a lot in 2016 and we are 

beginning this campaign with a good plan and 

carefully thought out strategies for fundraising 

and marketing, for social media, for GOTV and 

all of the things that make a strong, successful 

campaign.   

But we’re not going to lose sight of what was 

the core of our last campaign and I think that 

other Democrats walking in downstate districts 

might learn from our successes.  My advice to 

candidates is to get out there today and walk 

your district.  Talk with people on their front 

porches and in their living rooms.  Be respectful, 

smile and always take the time to listen 

carefully.  That’s one way to build true grass-

roots support for your candidacy.  It’s also a 

good way for a true public servant to develop a 

real connection to and understanding of the 

people that he or she is going to represent.   

Good luck! 

John Curtis is a candidate for State 

Representative 

________________________________________ 

Illinois Womens’s Institute for 
Leadership  
By  Executive Director Christina Nowinski, 

@iwilinfo 

For more than 15 years, the Illinois Women’s 

Institute for Leadership (IWIL) has been working 

to propel and empower women to hold elected 

and appointed positions in the state of Illinois. 

Each year, IWIL selects approximately 12 

women to participate in an intensive 8-month 

program consisting of training in campaign 

fundraising, public speaking, communications, 

voter contact and political media. As we see 

nationwide surges in contested elections 

and watch as politics takes center stage in 

the conversation about our nation’s future, 

this critical, in-depth training program has 

become more important than ever. 

It is of the utmost importance for us to 

spread the word about our organization to 

all parts of Illinois to ensure a diverse 2018 

class. We strive to elevate women in public 

service from across our great state to 

promote best practices within our 

communities and to connect women from 

all locations with a vast network of industry 

experts. By creating this pipeline of 

effective leaders and community members, 

IWIL works year-round to promote equal 

representation in the decision-making 

bodies of our community, whether they be 

local school boards, State Legislatures, or 

the U.S. House of Representatives. 

Helping ambitious, qualified women gain 

entry into the smoke filled back rooms 

previously occupied by the boys’ club has 

been IWIL’s objective from the beginning, 

and our action networks and partner 

organizations are an incredible resource for 

our delegates and alumnae. Having more 

women in elected office also translates to 

wider action networks for all of us to get 

involved. 

After all, Debbie Walsh at the Center for 

American Women and Politics and Rutgers 

University said recently, “if you’re not at the 

table, you’re probably on the menu.” IWIL 

and our partners strive to bring talented, 

experienced women to the table because 

where one women succeeds, we all 

succeed.  

For their commitment to our cause and our 

classes past and present, we offer a warm 

and appreciative thank you to the IDCCA 

for your continued support of IWIL’s 

mission and alumnae.  

If you are interested in applying for IWIL’s 

class of 2018, please find our application 

form and more information at 

IWILinfo.com/application. We hope that 

you will take the plunge and run for office, 

and we want to help you succeed! 

Applications are now open through 

October 13th. 

 



 

 

Five Rules for Being a 
Successful Senator  
By  Art Friedson, @artfri 

If you think making the transition from a 20+ 

year career in comedy to a United States 

Senator is tough, you’re right. Just ask Senator 

Al Franken who tells his story with very smart 

insights and brutal honesty, peppered with a 

significant number or laugh-out-loud 

moments. 

Even the title, “Al Franken: Giant of the 

Senate” is funny when you realize that (a) he’s 

only served for 10 years (the first six of which 

he kept a decidedly low profile); and (b) he’s 

only five-feet six-inches tall. But buried 

beneath the great stories and the funny punch 

lines is some very solid advice on how to 

succeed in the U.S. Senate.  Here are five rules 

that have served Senator Franken well: 

Rule #1:  Learn how to work with your 

colleagues.  “[T]here are only a hundred of us 

senators. And none of us can do the job 

without working with the other ninety-nine,” 

says Franken. Then he quotes Mike Mansfield 

who said, “It only takes one senator to make a 

scene. But it takes more than one to make a 

difference.”                                                                                                                         

Franken talks about forming personal 

relationships with Republicans against whom 

he votes 99% of the time. He discovered that 

you can like a person at the same time you 

disagree with his or her views. More 

importantly, he discovered that even the most 

opposite Senator sometimes has a specific 

issue on which s/he can agree with you, and a 

senator can get a lot done by cherry-picking 

those issues and seizing those opportunities.  

He also makes clear that he won’t divulge any 

private conversations with other senators in 

this book, except for Ted Cruz. That’s because, 

“I like Ted Cruz more than most of my other 

colleagues like Ted Cruz. And I hate Ted Cruz.” 

Franken feels justified in treating Cruz 

differently because only Cruz has shown such 

blatant disregard for the rules of courtesy in 

the Senate. 

Rule #2:  Nothing is funny once you take it 

entirely out of context.  Very early in his first 

run for the Senate, Franken learned how a joke 

-no matter how obvious that it was a joke- 

could be turned around and used against you. 

He calls this “The DeHumorizer,” and it was a 

very effective tool for his Republican 

opponents. One early example was his clearly 

tongue-in-cheek comment in an earlier book 
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that suggested, following Republican logic, the 

U.S. should launch an elderly person into space 

each week on pay-per-view and use the revenue 

to lower the federal deficit. Sure enough, the 

Republicans quoted this as his debt-reduction 

plan. 

Rule #3: If you’re going to live under a 

microscope, you’d better know how to 

operate a microscope. If you’re new to politics, 

one of the things you have to learn about is 

“oppo research.” Your opponents are going to 

spend a huge amount of time and money 

combing through everything you ever wrote, 

said on tape, or was written about you, to find 

something embarrassing, and you need to hire 

someone to do the same thing on you so you’ll 

know what to expect. For someone who spent 

over twenty years in comedy and who worked 

with folks like John Belushi, this was a big task 

for Franken.  

Although Franken had extensive oppo research 

done on “Al Franken,” somehow the firm he 

used did not check “Franken, Al.” Thus, they 

missed a long article he had published in 

Playboy Magazine many years before that was 

dripping in racy satire. Of course, it was put 

through The DeHumorizor and caused a few 

very bad weeks in his first campaign. He credits 

his wife, Franni, with pushing back effectively 

enough to put him back in the game.               

Rule #4:  Learn how to pivot. One of the most 

important political skills Franken had to learn 

was the pivot: how to respond to a direct 

question by shifting to the topic you want to 

address rather than answering the question you 

were asked. Pivoting did not come easy to 

Franken. He cites a time when he was asked if 

he ever thought of something funny to say but 

didn’t say it, and he responded with a very funny 

story of a time when he did just that [I won’t 

spoil the story for you, but don’t miss the story 

of “Hermann The German” and “Stu The Jew 

“on pages 95-97!]. The DeHumorizer 

immediately kicked in and once again Franken 

was in trouble.  

Instead of answering the 

question about thinking 

of a funny line but not 

saying it out loud, 

Franken learned to pivot 

by saying, “Gee, I can’t 

think of one offhand, but 

you know what isn’t a 

joke? The fact that so 

many healthcare crises 

wind up in bankruptcies.” 

That, he discovered, was the perfect pivot, 

and from then on he became a master of it. 

Rule #5: Empower your staff. From the 

very start of his political ambitions, Franken 

knew that he could either be the guy who 

relied on his gut or the guy who found the 

best experts and listened to their advice. 

Especially since his gut always told him to 

go for the quick laugh, seeking quality 

advice was a really good choice. The book 

cites lots of examples, including many 

times that he would crack a joke to his staff 

on the way to an event and they would 

respond somberly, “That stays in the car.”  

Another story was more telling about 

Franken and his process. Senator Franken is 

known for always showing up for 

committee hearings well prepared and for 

asking probing, insightful questions of 

whomever is testifying that day. One time, 

Senator Franken was feeling particularly 

indignant at the testimony he was hearing 

and he started methodically destroying the 

witness. At some point, one of his staff 

members slipped him a note that said, 

“You’re being an a__hole.” When the 

hearing concluded, Franken gathered his 

entire staff together to commend the 

staffer and to empower every staff member 

to do the same thing if it was ever 

warranted.  

Al Franken, Giant of the Senate is a great 

read. Broken into 47 short chapters, the 

book is easy to read in snippets when you’re 

on the run. You’ll learn a lot of fascinating 

information about a really interesting 

character with a great story to tell. You’ll 

have a few really big laughs and lots of 

chuckles. But you will also encounter a 

resounding affirmation of progressive 

Democratic politics and values, and a 

strong case for why it is so important for us 

to fight for what we believe is right and 

true. That makes it all worthwhile.    

[Continued on pg 6] 



 

 

Building an Email List: It’s 
Really Not Scary  
By  Natasha Smith, @traindems 

You need to build an email list for your 

campaign. Here’s how to do that with 

Action Network: 

If you’re running a campaign, you need a 

digital presence — sorry, but Facebook and 

Twitter just don’t cut it. 

You need to build an engaged list of supporters 

who will volunteer for your campaign, 

fundraise for you, and, most importantly, vote 

for you. That means building an email list. It’s 

the strongest way to reach your base and gets 

you talking to the people you’ll need to win. 

You don’t need a digital director to build a 

list.  You don’t need to know how to code, and 

you don’t need to spend tons of money or time 

on training. All you need is a digital platform 

that’s intuitive and accessible (read: doesn’t 

require a lot of training) but powerful enough 

to get you talking to -- and keeping in touch 

with -- your potential voters. Here’s how to get 

started. 

Building an email list 

Getting people involved means more than just 

gathering email addresses and sending out 

newsletters. You need to build an engaged 

email list with supporters who will step up to 

work for your campaign.  

Start with simple actions that build your list 

quickly, petitions focused on key issues in your 

community, and follow up with bigger asks, 

like coming to an event or chipping in a couple 

dollars to your campaign. There’s no faster or 

more effective way to identify and engage 

your top supporters that will carry your 

campaign to victory on election day. 

And lucky for you, building your email list has 

never been easier. 

You’re starting from square one in your local 

election, and you need to know what issues 

your potential voters care about the most. 

Asking for feedback on your platform, 

community, and campaign are great ways to 

engage people and identify which issues 

resonate with voters. After you create your 

free Action Network account, start with a 

simple form asking voters which issues are 

most important to them. Grab the auto-

generated embed code from Action Network 

and paste it onto your campaign homepage so 

visitors to your website see it first thing. Share 
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the form on your Facebook and Twitter, and ask 

your followers to do the same. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You’ll quickly get a sense of the issues that fire 

up your supporters. Maybe most respondents 

are focused on increasing funding for the local 

library. Your next step could be to create a 

petition demanding more funding for the 

library, which you can embed on your 

homepage and encourage your followers to 

share.  

You’ll grow your list of potential voters who 

think that issue is a crucial one in the election, 

and you’ll reach a new audience -- people who 

sign might not have been very interested in the 

upcoming election before, but now they are, 

and they’re supporting you. 

Rinse and repeat with the top issues on your 

platform. After just a few days, you’ll have a list 

of supporters who you can email to invite to 

campaign events (check out Action Network’s 

intuitive Events tool) or ask for donations (hint, 

hint: Action Network Fundraising). 

Taking your list door-to-door 

 

 

 

 

 

Building your email list shouldn’t replace 

your in-person canvassing, election events, 

and baby kissing -- but it should 

compliment it.  

Action Network is fully-mobile ready, and 

the toolset’s responsive layout makes it 

perfect for taking out with you as you knock 

on doors. Pull up the issue survey on your 

phone or tablet and ask community 

members to add their responses. You’ll be 

adding to your list in real-time, eliminating 

the need to manually input people’s 

handwritten responses (if you can read 

them at all!). 

Tracking your support, learning from it, 

and winning the election 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular engagement with your email list 

will generate statistics on messaging that 

resonates most with your base. Use Action 

Network’s built-in A/B testing to find which 

subject lines lead to the best open rates on 

your emails. When you gather statistics on 

everything from fundraising to open rates 

and click rates, you can cater your message 

to your potential voters and easily duplicate 

what works so you can use it again. Cut 

down on staff time, and learn more about 

your supporters in the process!  

With an engaged list of online supporters, 

campaign volunteers, and messaging 

catered to your potential voters, you’ll 

stand a strong chance of winning. Just don’t 

forget about us when you reach the 

governor’s mansion! 

What are you waiting for? As a nonprofit 

online mobilization toolset for progressives, 

we built Action Network to be intuitive, 

accessible, but also powerful. It takes 

almost no training to get started, and it’s 

free to create an account at 

ActionNetwork.org. For an intro to the 

toolset, check out one of our weekly 

demos. Let’s get started! 


