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President’s Message 
By: Doug House, President IDCCA 

      Chairman, Rock Island County Democratic Party 

I love a Parade! 

The Fourth of July weekend has now come and 

gone, many of you were in parades showing 

your political pride. Never under estimate that 

outward expression of being a Democrat when 

you march in a parade. It is a demonstrative 

exclamation of who you are! People you know 

gave a cheer or thumbs up or were caused to 

pause because you demonstrated a pride in 

who you are and publicly stood up for the 

shared beliefs of being a Democrat. While it 

was liberating for you it may very well have 

been empowering and motivational for others 

to do the same.  You started a conversation 

with the public and you raised our Democratic 

Party’s visibility. And you did not concede 

valuable turf that is often used by Republicans 

as well to get their message out.  

Remember it is now less than 125 days until 

the general election and people are making 

decisions now for who they vote for. If you 

have not participated in walking with your 

local Democratic Party or our candidates in 

a parade, please consider doing so because 

it is fun and because it does serve a valuable 

purpose. There is nothing more liberating! 

And we can all use the exercise. 

Doug House 

President 

_____________________________________ 

Principles of the  
Democratic Party 
By Congressman Glenn 
Poshard 
 

This is an important election year because 

our party, our state and our country are be-

ing challenged with an extreme political 

agenda that threatens to undermine the 

basic principles in which we believe as Dem-

ocrats.  We can only meet this challenge by 

a vigorous effort to get out the vote, but 

unless we are motivated by a clear under-

standing of who we are  
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Precinct Committeeman Recruiting 
We are recruiting Democratic Precinct 
Committeeman statewide to assist with 

the grassroots effort to build the Demo-
cratic Party in Illinois. If you are interested 
in being a part of this grassroots effort, 

please email dan@ildcca.org with you 
name, address, phone, email, county and 
precinct. Your County Democratic Party 

Chairman will contact you immediately!  
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and what we believe as democrats, our efforts 

will be overwhelmed by the sheer amount of 

funds being poured into opposition cam-

paigns by multi-millionaire and multi-

billionaire PAC’s. 

So, what do we believe as democrats?  De-

spite republican rhetoric to the contrary, we 

believe in a balanced budget for our country 

that includes a system of fair taxation for all 

economic classes and an economy that “lifts 

all boats” as President Kennedy once articu-

lated.  Our late Senator Paul Simon was the 

sponsor of the Balanced Budget Amendment 

which required our nation to balance its 

checkbook just like we have to do in our 

homes.  When I was in congress, in the last 

four years of the Clinton administration, we 

were no longer in deficit spending and we 

were paying down our national debt.  Eight 

years and two wars later under President 

Bush, both our economy and our indebted-

ness were completely unmanageable.  When 

President Obama took over, our country was 

nearly in a depression.  Unemployment was 

at nearly 10% and millions of people had 

stopped looking for work, the stock market 

had fallen from 14,000 to 6,000 with millions 

of Americans losing their retirement invest-

ments, hundreds of thousands were losing 

their homes and declaring bankruptcy, the 

banks were failing, the automobile industry 

was on its back, closing dealerships all over 

the country.  The opposition party acts as 

though this never happened and instead want 

to paint a picture of a failing America under 

President Obama.  Despite a republican- led 

congress opposing the President on nearly 

every issue, today unemployment is less than 

5%, banks are thriving, the housing industry 

has substantially recovered, the stock market 

is around 18,000, people have recovered their 

lost retirement investments, and the auto 

industry is thriving.  By almost any measure, 

America’s economy has done much better 

under President’s Clinton and Obama than 

the Bush presidencies.  Were it not for the 

two devastating wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

draining the American treasury, we could be 

well on our way toward a balanced budget in 

America.  We cannot go back to the failed 

policies of previous administrations which put 

America’s economic security in jeopardy.   

The second principle in which we believe is 

equal educational opportunity for all of our 

children.  Nothing holds America back more 

than a divided system of education in which 

some children receive three times the finan-

cial support for their education as do children 

from poor communities.  Basing the quality of 

a child’s education on the value of the property 

where a child happens to be born or raised 

ensures educational inequality and leaves mil-

lions of children unprepared for college and 

the job market.  Senator Andy Manar has led 

an effort in Illinois to ensure that children in 

rural downstate and inner city communities 

get an equal opportunity for the same quality 

of education that kids enjoy in the wealthiest 

areas of our state.  He should be highly com-

mended for his leadership in this area. 

The third principle on which we stand is our 

support for union workers.  Were it not for the 

courage of my father’s generation to organize 

and demand a fair wage and benefits, there 

would be no middle class in America.  During 

the years of America’s greatest prosperity, 

over 40% of our labor force was union.  Busi-

nesses made a good profit and the middle 

class rose in its quality of life.  Today, despite 

the fact that unions comprise less than 15% of 

our labor force, wrongful policies seek to break 

them completely and further erode the middle 

class.  Democrats, it is no sin to stand up for 

our union brothers and sisters! 

The fourth principle in which we believe is to 

protect the most vulnerable among us.  This 

principle speaks to the heart of our party and 

our nation.  President Kennedy said, “If a free 

society cannot help the many who are poor, it 

cannot hope to save the few who are rich.”  

Vice President Humphrey put it another way.  

He said, “The true test of a free democratic 

society is how we treat those in the dawn of 

their lives, our children; those in the dusk of 

their lives, our elderly; and those in the shad-

ows of life, our disabled and disenfranchised.”  

We will not be worthy of the name democrat if 

we choose to leave behind “the least among 

us.” 

The fifth great principle on which we stand is 

equal justice under the law.  No matter a per-

son’s economic or social station in life; no mat-

ter their race, religion, ethnicity, gender, or 

any other measure which defines their person-

hood, the democrat party must never relin-

quish our demand for equal justice in America.  

Too many times we have failed our citizens in 

demanding this principle be upheld.  That is 

why the election of a democrat President is so 

vital because the appointment of a Supreme 

Court justice who will uphold this sacred prin-

ciple hangs in the balance.  It is just as im-

portant that we go all the way down the ballot 

to elect judges of professional competence 

and integrity to defend this principle at eve-

ry level of government. 

Robert Kennedy said this.  “We have won 

not because we have deserted and diluted 

our principles for the sake of political expe-

diency, but because we stood fast for our 

principles, our ideals.  If we place the claims 

of power ahead of the claims of justice, if we 

shrink in the face of the passing winds of 

controversy or reaction, then we will have 

lost the great purpose which has made us 

strong as democrats and Americans.” 

In this campaign, if we are energized by the 

great principles on which we stand as demo-

crats we will win.  Nothing less will do. 

_____________________________________ 
Democratic County Chairman's 
Brunch 
 

The Illinois Democratic County Chairmen’s 

Association is pleased to invite you to our 

annual Chairmen’s Brunch. It will be held at 

9:00am on Thursday August 18, 2016 at the 

Crowne Plaza Hotel in Springfield. 

The IDCCA Chairmen’s Brunch has become 

the premier event for Illinois Democrats! 

The last few years we have had capacity 

crowds attend the Chairmen’s Breakfast. It 

is the largest Democratic event in the State 

of Illinois each year. We would be honored 

to have you attend this year. 

Tickets to the IDCCA Chairmen’s Brunch at 

$35 per person and $500 for a Table Spon-

sorship with preferred seating. In order to 

improve our efficiencies, this year we are 

requesting the name and contact infor-

mation for your table guests by August 5th. 

We have several Sponsorships available for 

the IDCCA Chairmen’s Brunch. A description 

of the Sponsorship levels and donation form 

can be found online at www.ildcca.org. We 

are in the process of confirming our special 

Key Note Speaker. Sponsorships help assure 

that you will be able to meet the Key Note 

Speaker before the IDCCA Chairmen’s 

Brunch. Past Key Note Speakers include 

former Presidential candidate and Governor 

of New Mexico Bill Richardson and the U.S. 

Senator from Minnesota Al Franken. 

We will also be selling space for our Ad Book 

this year. A flyer detailing the ads available 

can be found online at www.ildcca.org.  

[Continued on Page 3] 
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The IDCCA Ad Book will be seen by over 

1,000 Precinct Committeemen, Elected Offi-

cials, Labor Leaders and Democratic activists.  

The IDCCA’s mission is to help elect Demo-

crats from the White House to the Court-

house. The IDCCA assists each County Party 

with recruiting and filling vacant Precinct 

Committeemen positions, training County 

Chairmen and Precinct Committeemen, 

providing support to all Statewide and Con-

gressional campaigns, and assisting with re-

sources to all County Chairmen. With your 

continued support, we will be successful in 

electing Democrats throughout Illinois. 

With a capacity crowd expected again this 

year, we cannot guarantee that tickets will be 

available at the door. Please make sure that 

you get your tickets without delay! 

If you have any questions, please feel free to 

call us at 217-753-3380. 

____________________________________ 
Automatic Voter  
Registration Will Give 
a Voice to Nearly 2 
Million Eligible  
Citizens in Illinois 

By  Zach Koutsky 
There are few things Illinois gets right these 
days, but we can rightfully point with pride to 
recent strides in expanding access to the bal-
lot box. With same day voter registration and 
expanded early voting, Illinois has been a 
national leader in ensuring its citizens have a 
full chance to participate. 

We have a chance to continue that leadership 
and build on the progress by passing Auto-
matic Voter Registration (AVR), a law that 
would ensure every eligible citizen becomes 
registered to vote when they receive or renew 
their driver’s license or state ID, unless they 
choose to opt-out. 

The registration system we use today puts 
the burden on citizens to claim their right to 
vote. It can often be confusing, and is unfair 
to modern families that move more often, 
such as those attending college or serving in 
the military. A recent study on Google search 
terms for “how to register to vote,” relative to 
registration deadlines, found that nearly 4 
million more people would have voted in the 
2012 elections if not for antiquated registra-
tion deadlines. In Illinois, there are nearly 2 
million eligible citizens who are not registered 
to vote. 
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Automatic voter registration would make elec-
tions more modern and fair by streamlining 
and simplifying the process, eliminating the 
burden on citizens to find out how, when, and 
where to register in each election. By automat-
ing the registration system and eliminating the 
old paper registration system, AVR would save 
money and make elections more secure. In 
Maricopa County, Arizona, processing elec-
tronic voter registration costs 3 cents per vot-
er, compared to 83 cents per voter for pro-
cessing paper registration cards. 

Oregon and California enacted AVR last year. 
More recently two other states, West Virginia, 
and Vermont passed automatic voter registra-
tion with broad bi-partisan support. Each of 
these bills focused on automatic voter regis-
tration at its core because of its simplicity, 
broad support, and potential for revenue neu-
trality. 

Recently, UFCW Local 881 has partnered with 
iVote and State Senator Andy Manar (D-Buker 
Hill) to conduct, what hopefully will be, Illinois’ 
last voter registration drive by passing Auto-
matic Voter Registration (SB250) in the Land 
of Lincoln. In doing so, we will also help break 
the partisan gridlock that has paralyzed 
Springfield.  

iVote is a grassroots organization created with 
one goal: secure voting rights for all Ameri-
cans. Traditionally, most voting rights groups 
have focused on challenges in court after 
rights had been impinged, or defeating efforts 
to further erode rights. iVote takes a different 
tack – 'flipping the script' from playing defense 
on voter suppression efforts to going on 
offense to secure and expand access to voting. 

What would AVR do in Illinois? As iVote ex-
plains it, eligible citizens currently have the 
choice to register to vote when they get their 
driver’s license through motor-voter provi-
sions. This ‘opt-in’ process leaves room for 
many eligible voters to remain unregistered 
despite this opportunity. With automatic voter 
registration, every eligible voter will be auto-
matically registered when they get a driver’s 
license. If a person does not want to register to 
vote, he or she can ‘opt-out.’ If passed, auto-
matic registration could add millions of voters 
to the rolls, increase turnout and strengthen 
participation. 

There is strong bi-partisan support for this 
legislation. iVote has conducted extensive 
polling in multiple states and found while oth-
er electoral reforms provisions are more con-
troversial, automatic voter registration enjoys 
wide and deep support, including majorities 
among Democrats, Republicans, and Inde-
pendents. Earlier this year, they asked legisla-

tors and legislative candidates in Illinois to sign 
a pledge supporting the automatic voter regis-
tration bill. The pledge yielded massive back-
ing, including pledges to support automatic 
voter registration from candidates on both 
sides of the aisle. 

In May, Sen. Manar’s SB250 was approved by 
both the Illinois Senate and House with strong 
support from both Republicans and Demo-
crats. Secretary of State Jesse White, a Demo-
crat, whose office would be primarily charged 
with registering the millions of citizens who 
interact with it annually, is in support of the bill 
and Governor Rauner has said that in principal, 
he supports the legislation, again showing 
strong bi-partisan support for this policy.  

This may seem to be an odd issue for a local 
Union to prioritize in Springfield in a year of 
epic ideological struggles, but each year a third 
of Local 881’s members will find themselves 
unable to participate in our democracy be-
cause they are unregistered to vote. This is a 
reality, despite being a member of a Union, 
like Local 881, that prioritizes voter registra-
tion and electoral engagement. 

Why is that?  

Local 881 members are representative of the 
emerging electorate in that they are younger, 
diverse in race and ethnicities, and live in ur-
ban areas. That mirrors the same population 
that is often disenfranchised by Illinois’ bur-
densome and intransigent voter registration 
requirements. That includes 42% of African 
Americans, 54% of Hispanics, and 59% of 18-
24 year olds. Nationally, over 40% of eligible 
citizens making under $40,000 a year are not 
registered to vote. In short, those whose voice 
is most shut out are the biggest beneficiaries 
of their elected representatives in Springfield 
being attuned to their needs and enacting pro-
worker policies.  

Beyond the enfranchising power it will grant to 
our 34,000 hardworking members, we also 
think passing AVR has a unique ability to break 
the partisan gridlock that is freezing progress 
in Springfield. By engaging millions of dis-
affected and disconnected voters in every 
community in Illinois, AVR could be the tool 
that breaks the logjam of partisan battles and 
help spur legislative cooperation because 
there is a huge new electorate that our elected 
representatives now have to answer to. 
[Continued on Page 4] 

Want to stay up to date on Democratic 
fundraisers, events and meetings 
throughout the state? Check 
out www.ildcca.org/events 
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Going on offense is critical as we move deep-
er into the 2016 election cycle. Unfortunately, 
we continue to see efforts by Republicans to 
suppress, discourage, and block citizens from 
exercising their fundamental right to vote. 
With Governor Rauner’s signature, Illinois 
could host its “Last Voter Registration Drive” 
by enacting Automatic Voter Registration to 
benefit all of our citizens and our democratic 
process.  

Call Governor’s Rauner’s office today: 217-782
-02444. Tell him to sign the Automatic Voter 
Registration bill (SB250) into law.  

I encourage you to learn more about this is-
sue and read about the SB250 legislation. You 
can find information at ivoteforamerica.org.   

Local 881 UFCW represents 34,000 members 
employed in retail food and drug stores 
throughout Illinois and Northwest Indiana, as 
well as a professional division comprised of 
health and nursing home workers, barbers 
and cosmetologists, and workers in other 
retail and service industries. Among the com-
panies under contract with Local 881 are Jew-
el Food Stores, Osco Drug, Mariano’s Fresh 
Market, CVS Pharmacy, Kroger, Schnucks, 
Dierbergs, and many smaller chains and inde-
pendent stores, as well as nursing homes and 
other business establishments. Local 881 is 
among the largest affiliates of the United 
Food and Commercial Workers International 
Union, which represents 1.3 million members 
in the United States, Canada and Puerto Rico. 

Zach Koutsky is the Legislative and Political 
Director for Local 881 of the United Food and 
Commercial Workers, @881UFCW 

______________________________________ 

Campaign and 
Candidate  
Outreach 

By  Mo Green 
 
Public engagement is a 
critical part of electoral 
campaigning, for voters 

and candidates alike. It gives candidates the 
opportunity to communicate their platform 
and vision to voters. Conversely, it gives vot-
ers the opportunity to meet the candidate 
and, if necessary, articulate their concerns 
and offer feedback. Whether it be addressing 
a local labor union, or visiting a mega-church 
and meeting with some local reverends, pub-
lic engagement is an intrinsic and important 
part of any campaign, from the top of the 
ticket, down.  
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Having worked in Field for the majority of my 
political career, I’ve often heard complaints 
that voters don’t see or know their candidate 
enough. This is certainly not specific to any 
community. I’ve heard it on the South side of 
Chicago. I’ve heard it in Southern Illinois. And 
you know what, it is fair concern. Voters have 
a right to see and know who might possibly 
represent them and their interests in public 
office, and candidates want to meet folks they 
might represent. And given the context of all 
the political issues in the world, the State of 
Illinois, and City of Chicago, the stakes are 
high and voters want to know that they will be 
protected. 

Here’s the issue: a candidate cannot be every-
where. Shocker, I know. But with thus innate 
struggle– the rightful expectation of voters to 
see and know their candidate and the truth 
that one candidate cannot be everywhere– 
comes a crucial conversation on managing a 
candidate’s times and developing a solid polit-
ical program. Let me offer three main objec-
tives to help determine the most effective use 
of a candidate’s time. 

First, determine the foremost goals of your 
campaign political program. Each campaign is 
inherently different and with those differences 
come varying goals and priorities. On a com-
petitive statewide campaign, building a strong 
surrogate program and obtaining key en-
dorsements might be first and foremost. On a 
local aldermanic race, sit-downs with all the 
local pastors and vital community organiza-
tions might most crucial. In whatever case, a 
clear view of what relationships and partner-
ships are needed for a victory on Election Day 
will help structure and fully develop these 
goals. 
 

Second, determine what is actually feasible in 
the context of other campaign department 
priorities. With any political outreach, sched-
uling will be determined based on the needs 
and requirements of other campaign depart-
ments.  Typically this results in the seemingly 
innate friction between the finance depart-
ment, and EVERYONE else. And painfully, but 
rightfully so. Fact: the operational apparatus 
of a campaign is linked to the amount of mon-
ey raised. Can the campaign competitively go 
up on TV? How extensive can the mail or paid 
media program be? These are crucial, cam-
paign cornerstone questions that ultimately 
determine a decisive victory from a loss, but 
are also determined by money raised. This is 
just one departmental example but, in the 
context of scheduling and prioritizing a candi-
date times, it is important to think about 
events and the political program goals in a 
much larger and broader scheme. This will 

help ensure noted goals are actually achiev-
able.  

Third, tier public engagement based on the 
first and second objectives. You have deter-
mined your goals. You have determined 
what is actually achievable. This provides a 
useful point of departure to establish what 
engagement comes from the candidate and 
what engagement from the campaign ex-
clusively (i.e. staff or surrogate). Here are 
some questions that typically help speed 
along this tier-ing process: 

How many voters can we reach with an 
event? 

Beyond voter contact, can an event garner 
earned press? 

Can an event be beneficial to other cam-
paign departments? 

Can an event help achieve the delineated 
goals of the political program? 

These are simple questions that, applied to 
any campaign, can help determine what is 
most useful for the candidate’s time, and 
where the campaign can fill in the inevita-
ble gaps. In the context of a statewide race, 
for example, the candidate might be able to 
make a large rally with 500 or more voters 
attending and confirmed press, but staff or 
a campaign surrogate can attend the small-
er local township dinner at the same time.  

The simple, but hard truth is that not every 
event or function is an effective use of a 
candidate’s time. Now, that is not to say 
that every event or function is not im-
portant to the overall campaign, because it 
is. But the candidate’s time is the most 
valuable resource and must be allocated 
cautiously and strategically. This truth is 
the path to an overall victory, and separates 
a successful public engagement program 
from an inadequate one. 










