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President’s Message 
By: Doug House, President IDCCA 

      Chairman, Rock Island County Democratic Party 

The State of the IDCCA by Doug House, Presi-
dent of the IDCCA 

The state of the IDCCA has never been better! 
The plans mapped out by our Executive Board, 
past Presidents, and our Executive Director 
have come together. A short list of accom-
plishments quickly demonstrates how quickly 
we have been moving and just how successful 
we have been. 

1. Hired a new Executive Director Dan Ko-
vats 

2. Developed a three-year plan of party 
building for the IDCCA that prepares us 
for the fall general election, the 2018 
Governor’s Race and beyond 

3. Published the first IDCCA monthly News-
letter to share issues and Party building 
strategies and techniques 

4. Established partnerships with Organized 
Labor, the Democratic Party of Illinois, 
the Illinois Senate Democratic Victory 
Fund, Illinois Democratic Women, Young 
Democrats of Illinois, College Democrats 
of Illinois and countless others 

5. Held meetings with Party Leadership 
and key partners in Springfield 

6. Partnered with professional fundraisers 
Nancy Kohn and Christina Nowinsky to 
expand our fundraising potential 

7. Held meetings in Chicago with key 
elected officials and political leaders  

8. Held the first ever IDCCA Chicago 
Fundraiser this past March 

9. Met with County Party Chairmen from 
throughout the state to share the 
IDCCA vision and to make our organi-
zation a true statewide organization 

10. Held meetings across much of the state 
appearing at Central Committee meet-
ings, labor rallies, union meetings, the 
College Democrats of Illinois Conven-
tion, spoke on various college campus-
es, organized events that promoted 
and celebrated the diversity in our par-
ty 
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Precinct Committeeman Recruiting 
We are recruiting Democratic Precinct 
Committeeman statewide to assist with 

the grassroots effort to build the Demo-
cratic Party in Illinois. If you are interested 
in being a part of this grassroots effort, 

please email dan@ildcca.org with you 
name, address, phone, email, county and 
precinct. Your County Democratic Party 

Chairman will contact you immediately!  
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11. Raised IDCCA visibility in social and print 
media while drawing attention to the 
hypocrisy of Governor Rauner. 

Are we ready?  

That was the cry of the newly elected Vice 
President of the College Democrats of Illinois 
Jack McNeil as he gave his acceptance 
speech. It is a good question and one that all 
Illinois Democrats should be asking ourselves. 
The answer of course is that you can never be 
“Ready Enough” but we know we have come 
a very long way in a short time and there is 
much more to come before the November 
General Election including; 

1. May 17th Spring Fundraiser at DH Browns  
in Springfield 

2. May 18th the IDCCA is a cosponsor of the 
“Rauner is Wrong” Rally I Springfield   

3. We are expanding our staff by bringing 
on a Communications Intern that will 
start later in May. We are going to raise 
the visibility of the IDCCA and each 
County Party. We will focus on taking 
the Rauner agenda and his “Race to the 
bottom”. 

4. Continuous backfilling of the remaining 
vacant precinct committeemen across 
the state 

5. June through August- provide continuing 
training across the state for all chairman 
and committeemen 

6. By mid-August we plan to hire and posi-
tion field staff in targeted areas across 
the state to be directed by the IDCCA, 
with local guidance from party chairman, 
for party building and GOTV purposes 

7. On August 18th the IDCCA will host our 
annual Chairmen’s Brunch. This year we 
will be back at the Crowne Plaza in 
Springfield! 

8. Provide support for all of our Democratic 
Candidates from the Court House to the 
White House. 

As you can tell, we have an aggressive party 
building agenda and we are moving it forward 
to grow the IDCCA every day! Thank you for 
your help.  

 
 
Doug House 

President 

 

______________________________________ 

Executive Director’s Message 
By Dan Kovats, Executive Director IDCCA 

Chairmen, 

The national Republican Party has done the 

unthinkable. They will be nominating a candi-

date for President who is a failed businessman 

and reality television start. A few nice things 

you could say about Donald Trump is he is a 

racist, bigot, sexist and xenophobic person. 

This is a man who tries to incite violence at his 

events and has done his best to silence any of 

his critics. This is the individual who Governor 

Bruce Rauner and US Senator Mark Kirk have 

said they would support in the General Elec-

tion. This is what the Republican Party has 

come to. 

How do we respond to this? The only way we 

know how to. We are going to knock on doors, 

we are going to phone bank and we are going 

to make sure that we get every Democrat out 

to vote in November. Donald Trump will have 

a tremendous negative effect on EVERY race 

in Illinois. Republican candidates will have to 

answer for everything Trump has said and will 

say on the campaign trail.  

Even though the Democratic Nomination still 

hasn’t been decided, we must unite as a Party 

for the good of the Country. If we are divided 

as a Party, we can assure that Donald Trump 

will be the next President. He will gut the 

Affordable Care Act, he will severely diminish 

our country’s diplomatic ties around the world 

and he potentially could appoint several Su-

preme Court Justices.  

Make no mistake though, we are in for a bat-

tle. Donald Trump has defied all conventional 

political wisdom during his campaign. Com-

ments that would have been campaign killers 

saw him get several bumps in his poll numbers. 

So even though both Democratic candidates 

are posting double digit polling leads, we must 

work together to make sure that Donald 

Trump is not our next President. 

The IDCCA has been busy in the last month 

as we prepare for the upcoming summer 

campaign season. On May 14th, the IDCCA 

will be having our next General Membership 

meeting in Springfield. All County Chairmen 

should have received this notice via email. 

We are also working to raise money for our 

three year plan. The next part of our fund-

raising plan is our May 17th Springfield Re-

ception. There is more information in the 

rest of the Newsletter and I hope that you 

will join us. 

We have also begun working with partner 

Democratic and Organized Labor organiza-

tions throughout the state. I recent spoke at 

the College Democrats of Illinois State Con-

vention and we are working with them to 

help build their organization while supple-

menting our organization. The IDCCA goal 

is to get as many of our partners to work 

together in the same direction.  

We have also begun planning our largest 

event of the year, the IDCCA Chairmen’s 

Breakfast. We will be releasing more details 

in the coming weeks and this year’s event is 

shaping up to be one of the biggest ever. 

We are planning out the upcoming IDCCA 

Trainings and we hope to roll out more in-

formation in June about these events. We 

are also in the final stages of putting togeth-

er our regional media strategy that will 

begin in late May. 

If you are planning on attending the IDCCA 

Springfield Reception on May 17th, I would 

like to invite you to stay in Springfield for 

another day to attend the Rauner is Wrong 

Rally on May 18th. It is being hosted by a 

great organization called Illinois Working 

Together. It will start at 11am at 5th & Wash-

ington in Springfield. The Rally will march to 

the Governor’s Mansion and then to the 

State Capitol. This will be a great opportuni-

ty to let Rauner know that what he is doing 

to wrong for the State of Illinois. I hope that 

you will join us. 

I would also like to congratulate all of the 

newly elected County Chairmen throughout 

the state, including the 21 brand new Coun-

ty Chairmen.  

[Continued on Page 3] 
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I am looking forward to working with each of 

you during your terms in office. If you ever 

need anything for your County Party or if you 

have questions, please reach out to let me 

know.  

Dan Kovats 

Executive Director 

_____________________________________ 

IDCCA General Membership 
Meeting Notice 

On Saturday May 14, 2016 IDCCA President 

Doug House has called a General Member-

ship Meeting. The meeting will take place at 

the Illinois Association of Realtors in Spring-

field. The address for the meeting is 522 S. 5th 

Street in Springfield. Lunch will be served at 

11:30am and the meeting will start at 

12:00pm.  

Executive Director Kovats will be sending out 

information to all County Chairmen about 

participating in the meeting online. The 

County Chairmen are requested to bring to 

the meeting any 2016 Cash Raffle Tickets that 

they have sold and any donations for the 

Raffle Tickets.  

At this meeting the organization will also be 

electing our leadership for a two-year term. 

County Chairmen who are interested in run-

ning for the Executive Board should contact 

Executive Director Kovats immediately. He 

will forward your information to the Nomi-

nating Committee. At this time no proxy 

votes will be allowed. 

______________________________________ 
 
Southern Illinois Loses a  
Legend 
 
It is with a heavy heart that we mourn the loss 
of former Randolph County Chairwoman and 
State Central Committeewoman Barb Brown. 
Chairwoman Brown was an active member of 
the IDCCA and the Democratic Party of Illi-
nois. She was also a founding Board Member 
of the Illinois Women’s Institute for Leader-
ship.  
Our thoughts and prayers go out Chairwom-
an Brown's friends and family. May the road 
rise up to meet you Chairwoman.  
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Southern Illinois loses a legend 

By Pete Spitler, Staff Writer, Randolph 
County Herald Tribune 
http://
www.randolphcountyheraldtribune.com/
article/20160505/NEWS/160509689/?Start=1 
(taken from Randolph County Herald Tribune 
website) 

 
Much of the region was in mourning on Thurs-
day as news of the passing of former Randolph 
County Democratic Party Chairwoman Barb 
Brown spread on traditional and social media. 

Brown, 61, passed away early Thursday morn-
ing after a longtime battle with cancer. She 
was the wife of Circuit Court Judge Richard A. 
Brown. 

"She was an outstanding lady," said Randolph 
County Coroner Randy Dudenbostel, who 
confirmed Brown’s passing to the newspaper. 
"She taught down at SIU and she was always 
the kind of lady that had time for you If you 
had a question or a concern." 

The Randolph County Democrats also reacted 
to the news, posting a statement to their Face-
book page on Thursday morning: 

“It is with great sadness that we make this post 
as we have lost a great leader and Democrat. 
Barb Brown, former party chairwoman, former 
Randolph County Circuit Clerk, Illinois Demo-
cratic Women's Chair, SIU Professor and friend 
to many passed away last night. 

“Barb's work with the Randolph County Demo-
crats will be felt for generations to come. She 
will be dearly missed by all that knew her. 

“Our thoughts and prayers are with Judge 
Richard Brown, her sons and her entire family. 
Please keep them in your prayers during this 
very difficult time.” 

According to her SIU profile, Brown was a for-
mer professor in the Department of Political 
Science at SIU-Carbondale and was active in 
both state and national politics during a 30-

year career, including roles in the presidential 
campaigns for Barack Obama in 2008 and Bill 
Clinton in 1992. 

Brown also published several scholarly articles 
on political parties and co-authored a textbook 
on Illinois government. At the time of her 
passing, she was president of the Illinois Wom-
en’s Institute for Leadership and Southern 
Illinois Democratic Women. 

Also a member of the Illinois Democratic State 
Central Committee, she was heralded for hav-
ing bi-partisan access to leaders of both major 
parties as well as regional media. 

“She was very instrumental in getting Relay 
For Life started in the county and a hard fight-
er for it,” Dudenbostel said. “She’s going to be 
sadly missed.” 

Facebook users also shared their condolences 
and sympathy to the Brown family, while shar-
ing their memories of Brown. 

“A truly great woman, very compassionate and 
kind (and) will be missed,” wrote Kathy 
Downey LeForge on the newspaper’s Face-
book page. “I feel truly blessed to have known 
her and her husband, sons and family. 

“My thoughts and prayers go out to you all.” 

“Our loss is Heaven’s gain,” wrote Sandra 
Hamilton. “Barb was an amazing lady...so very 
intelligent, humble, kind hearted, strong in 
spirit, and a fighter when it came to cancer. 

“She beat it ~20 years ago and tried so hard 
this time. She will be missed by many. Praying 
for Richard and family.” 

Other state, local and national officials ex-
pressed their condolences. 

“Very sad loss to me,” said Randolph County 
Clerk Pat Laramore, a fellow Democrat. “She 
was a great friend, a great mentor and Ran-
dolph County has lost a wonderful person.” 

“The passing of Barb Brown is a profound loss 
for Randolph County and the state of Illinois,” 
said State Rep. Jerry Costello II (D-Smithton) 
in an email to the Herald Tribune. “Barb was 
an exceptional community activist and a pio-
neer in the fight for women’s equality. 

“She will be greatly missed, and I extend my 
deepest sympathy and prayers to her family.” 

 

 

[Continued on Page 4] 

Want to stay up to date on Democratic 
fundraisers, events and meetings 
throughout the state? Check 
out www.ildcca.org/events 

http://www.ildcca.org/events


 

 

“Barb Brown dedicated her life and her 
boundless energy to teaching and giving back 
to her community and her church," said U.S. 
Sen. Dick Durban (D-IL) in a statement. "She 
was a devoted mother, an inspirational pro-
fessor and a tireless public servant. 

"Barb was a trailblazer, running for office 
when many women held back. She engaged 
her students in the real work of democracy 
and inspired them by her example. Southern 
Illinois has lost one of its brightest lights and 
Loretta and I have lost a dear friend of 30 
years.” 

Feelings of sadness were also expressed on 
the other side of the aisle. 

“I’m happy to say we appreciate all that she 
did for the citizens of Randolph County,” said 
Randolph County Board Chairman Dr. Marc 
Kiehna, a Republican. “Both in her role as a 
political leader and as an elected official in the 
courthouse. 

“I felt like she was well-spoken and thoughtful 
and certainly what you would want in an offi-
cial capacity.” 

Visitation for Brown will be Sunday from 3 
p.m. to 8 p.m. at Pechacek-McClure Funeral 
Home in Chester and Monday from 10 a.m. to 
11 a.m. at St. Mary Catholic Church in Ellis 
Grove. 

Funeral mass will be at 11 a.m. at St. Mary. 
Interment will be in Evergreen Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to 
St. Mary’s Ellis Grove Altar Sodality and St. 
Jude’s Children Research Hospital. 

______________________________________ 
 
Four Tips For Every 
Political Campaign 
By  Kelly Dietrich 
 
 
 
When you run for office, you 

get a lot of advice. After all, everyone be-
lieves they know how to run a campaign. All 
you need is to shake a few hands, kiss a few 
babies, and presto!  You win. If it were only 
that easy. 
 
Once you’ve decided to put your name on the 
ballot, you quickly realize campaigning is skill 
like everything else. And, given how high and 
how public the stakes are, you also quickly 
realize it is not something you want to leave 
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to chance. You need to do it right. At National 
Democrat Training Committee (NDTC) there 
are four tips we give to every candidate who 
decides to run for office: 
 

 Your campaign needs to be run like a 

business which means have a focus on win-
ning, 

 Be data driven 

 Understand that relationships matter. 
Be self-reliant. 
 
Let’s take these one by one: 

Campaigns should be run like a business. Fo-
cused on winning. 

 
Winning is your goal. 
 
Everything else, within the confines of ethical 
and legal boundaries, is irrelevant. Businesses 
have plans to meet their goals, so should you. 
Campaign plans are critical to your success. 
Take the time to build them. 
 
People will tell you to spend money on all 
sorts of things. They will recommend the lat-
est high-end technology, a big name consult-
ant, a huge poll every week, or worse. Spend 
your time, money and people executing your 
plan to meet your goals to win, not on making 
other people happy. Every time you deviate, 
you lessen your chances of victory. 
 
Your campaign should be data driven. Since 
you have such limited time, money and peo-
ple, you should measure everything you do. If 
you decide to make fundraising calls, how 
many did you make? How many people did 
you reach? If you knocked on doors, how 
many did you hit? How many people an-
swered and how many agreed to vote for you? 
 
Once you have some base line stats, you can 
begin to make smarter and wiser decisions 
about the best use of your time. Try to rely 
less on your gut and more on actual data 
whenever you can. 

Be self-reliant.  

On every political campaign we’ve ever 
worked, someone has said they will raise us a 
ridiculous amount of money or will deliver a 
certain neighborhood or group of voters for 
us. Wonderful. Have at it. However, they 

should never be the entirety of our plan to 
run for office. 
 
From your campaign plans, you need to 
know what your goals are and how you plan 
to meet them. The success of your cam-
paign should never hinge on someone else 
who promised you the world. 

Relationships Matter 

 
We just said that when you run for office, be 
self-reliant. But, campaigns are also all 
about relationships. Relationships with the 
voters, donors, volunteers, media and any-
one else you meet matter. Which ones you 
take the time to develop and grow and 
which you choose to ignore or let wither, 
affects your ability to meet your goals and 
ultimately win. 
 
Every person with whom you interact, 
whether it is in person, online, over the 
phone, through a letter or even in an adver-
tisement, is building some type of impres-
sion and relationship with you. It is your job 
to get what you need most from each of 
them. 
 
In all the advice you receive and all the deci-
sions you make, keep in mind there is no 
one right way to win an election. Yes, there 
are plenty sure fire ways to lose, but each 
victory is different. Every campaign makes 
mistakes and every campaign is a train 
wreck of organizational chaos at some 
point. Usually, the most organized and 
most focused train wreck wins. 
 
When you make a big decision like deciding 
to run for office, you want to take the time 
to learn how to do it right. In the meantime, 
make plans, stay focused and follow the 
advice above. You’ll be well ahead of your 
competition. 
 
If you’re interested in learning more about 
the NDTC and pre-register for access to our 
free trainings when we launch in a few short 
weeks, visit www.traindemocrats.org to 
sign up. 
____________________________________ 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Education Funding 
By  Senator Andy Manar 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s no secret that our state is struggling. Under 
the weight of the Governor’s refusal to compro-
mise on a state budget, we’re losing jobs and 
cutting services every day – and the most vul-
nerable among us pay the heaviest price.If only 
our problems ended with the budget mess. 
 
Sadly, beneath the surface, less reported but 
with perhaps far greater significance are a num-
ber of structural deficiencies that have been 
harming our state for generations. Chief among 
these is our outdated and glaringly unfair school
-funding formula—we own it and by most ac-
counts it’s the most regressive in the Nation.   
 
The funding formula as it is written today relies 
heavily on property taxes – a one-size-fits-all 
approach in a geographically massive state with 
diverse populations and economies. 
 
Our friends on the other side of the aisle have a 
favorite talking point – they love to decry those 
policies that supposedly, “pick winners and los-
ers.” 
 
Yet, that is precisely what our current funding 
formula does, and not just among school chil-
dren, but within communities and regions of the 
state.   
 
Let me be crystal clear: the “losers” in today’s 
system are children living in poverty.   
 
Vibrant, wealthy communities enjoy a stable 
and robust property tax base. As a result, they 
have some of the best schools in the state – if 
not the country. When companies look to relo-
cate, these communities rise to the top of the 
list, and the investment grows the property tax 
base further, brings wealth into the community 
and strengthens the schools. 
 
Contrast that with what happens in cities and 
communities with serious economic challenges: 
Decatur, Cairo, Kankakee and Danville, for ex-
ample; the south and west sides of Chicago; plus 
many of the communities south of Interstate 70 
that for decades depended on blue-collar indus-
tries like mining and manufacturing as their 
economic bases. 
 
When longtime major employers close their 
doors, families put their homes on the market 
and move away. The seeds of poverty and crime 
are sewn. Once-thriving Main Street businesses 
shutter. Property tax collections decrease, 
meaning less money for local schools. More 
families move away, and businesses find less 
incentive to move in. The cycle of decline con-
tinues.  
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It’s a system structurally rigged to choose win-
ners and losers, tragically and unfairly setting 
children --who have no say in any of this, and who 
can’t even vote for the leaders who make deci-
sions that affect them for the rest of their lives—
up for failure. 
 
To be sure, the schools and communities cited in 
the former example, those with excellent pro-
grams and abundant resources, are a benefit to 
the state and provide excellent opportunities to 
those children. We shouldn’t want to change 
that. 
But for those children and those communities 
described in the latter example, we can no longer 
maintain a system that forces them down the 
path of failure. 
 
Recently the Governor proposed an education 
funding “reform” bill. Inexplicably, Rauner’s pro-
posal takes the inequities of the current system 
and amplifies them – actually sending less money 
to poorer districts and more to wealthier ones. 
One of my colleagues called Rauner’s plan, 
“Robin Hood in reverse.” 
 
The proposed funding reform legislation that I 
have crafted with several of my Democratic col-
leagues is focused on a statewide formula that 
accounts for each school district’s individual 
needs and sets up one set of rules for all schools 
to drive better results. We should prioritize lim-
ited state resources to bridge the gaps. No more 
inequity, no more special deals. 
 
That includes ending Chicago block grants while 
alleviating financial pressure on CPS and the 
hundreds of other districts across Illinois in the 
same predicament.  
 
It also includes a provision to maintain current 
levels of state funding for 4 years for well-off 
districts, giving the state time to address the 
pension crisis and repair the budget to maintain 
and even increase education funding to all dis-
tricts – assuming Governor Rauner ever decides 
that it’s time to do his job and sign a budget. 
 
We have a great opportunity. We can show the 
people of our state, who have become so weary 
of dysfunction in state government that we can 
come together to accomplish something that will 
help our state. We can jumpstart our economy. 
And most importantly, we can reverse decades of 
inequality that have unfairly burdened a genera-
tion of children of every race from every corner of 
the state. 
 
Reforming our education funding system fairly is 
the right thing to do, for our children, and for our 
state. 
 
Senator Andy Manar represents the 48th Senate 
District in the Illinois State Senate 
________________________________________ 

Democracy Now 
By  Steve Drucker 
 
“We are going to be orga-
nized, trained and vocal in 
our opposition to Gover-
nor Rauner!” IDCCA Presi-
dent Doug House said this 
at our Chicago Reception 
this past March. One of 
the main focuses of the 
IDCCA will be to train 

Precinct Committeemen and to get them or-
ganized in their Precincts. The IDCCA has al-
ready announced our partnership with the 
National Democratic Training Committee to 
offer candidate training to ALL Democratic 
candidates as an in – kind contribution from 
the NCTC. The IDCCA will also be rolling out 
our statewide training within the next month.  

We would like to announce a new training 
partnership with DEMOCRACY NOW: TALK IT 
OR LOSE IT! 

Do you know who Ms. Steve Drucker is? Have 
you ever heard of DEMOCRACY NOW: TALK 
IT OR LOSE IT? If not, then you should get to 
know her soon. Steve Drucker is a seasoned 
trainer who specializes in effective levels of 
persuasion for Precinct Committeemen. She 
hosts one day live trainings for County Parties 
to provide valuable tools for Precinct Commit-
teemen to effective work their Precincts. 

Steve focuses her training on tools to reach 
out, disarm, and influence voters using patriot-
ic and psychological secrets of political persua-
sion. Her trainings are developed for Precinct 
Leaders, candidates, volunteers, progressive 
non-profits and everyone choosing to navigate 
politically charged conversations with calm-
ness and confidence.  

“DEMOCRACY NOW:  TALK IT OR LOSE IT is 
an essential training for any new Precinct 
Leader and Democrat wanting to sharpen up 
their game when it comes to speaking with 
others about the issues and our party! We have 
had many people complete this training in 
Rock Island, Knox and Ogle Counties and I 
received great feedback from everyone that 
participated!  For that reason, I have endorsed 
the program for state wide use and encourage 
all County Chairs contact Steve Drucker and 
schedule one of her trainings in their area as 
soon as possible.” IDCCA President Doug 
House. 

Any County Chairmen who are interested in 
scheduling Steve Drucker to conduct a training 
for their County Party should contact her at 
democracynow.tioli@gmail.com or 309-781-
8004. 



 

 

College Democrats 

 
The College Democrats of Illinois met a few weeks ago and elected a new Executive Board for the upcoming year.  
Joe Gorski(ISU) President  
Jack McNeil(DePaul) Vice President  
Nick Albano(DePaul) Political Director  
Scarlett Winters(Loyola) Communications Director  
David Evers(Loyola) Finance Director  
Zachary Braun(ISU) Legislative Director  
Calvin Anderson(Northwestern) Membership Director  
 
Message from CDIL Executive Board: "There's never been an election with more distinct and crucial differences between the candidates as this one is 
set to be. With key races at the top, as well as targeted local races, we are beginning to mobilize to make sure our local chapters are equipped and 
connected to their County parties 
 
We will be opening lines of communication like never before, and look forward to working with you all to build a stronger Democratic Party throughout 
the state.  
 
Signed, 
2016-2017 College Democrats Executive Board  
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